The - Primal Man as Grant Watson Saw Him

:IR. ALFRED RKXNOPF, the pab
N Lishier, tells this story :

At luneh last summer the representa
tive of one of the largest Ameriean pub
lishers told me that his house was about
to reject, against bis judgwent, two un-
ustnal novels by a new writer, Grant Wal-
son.  He urged me to get hold of them,
ard sueeveding in this, 1 sent one to 1L
L. Meneken and the other to Joseph
Hergesheimer, antkor of The Thres Black
Pewnygz,  Both reporis were highly fa-
vorable, I read the novels with the great-
est interest and enjuyment, and acespted
them immediately.”

Those who Lave had the privilege of
reading the first to be published, Whea
Bundy Are Loosed, are prepared to agrea
with the devision of the eritics in gues-
tion, for the book bLas a strength and a
beauly that set it far above the average
fiction of to day. The writer is a voung
man, and one fecls the msh and impetn-
ous enthusiasm of vouth in this swift
slory of adventure 1 wild places of the
earth.

An Unusual Setting.

The setting for the action is near Aus-
tralia, chicfly on two islands off the west
const, the main action taking place on
Kunna Island. Mr. Watson writef, nol
trom eloistered imagination of primitive
places, but from actual first hand infor-
mativn and expericnen.

Huaving been trained as a zoologist at
Trinity Collere, Cambridge, and having
obtained a Class I. honors in a natural
seienee iripos, he went on an ethnologieal
expedition to morthwest Ausiralia. In
his profession as zoologist he spent [if-
teen months in that wild region, eighl
monihs of the time alone with two other
white men, natives of the section. We
see the impress of this experience in his
characlerization of the young scientist,
Hicksey, in this first novel,

But the homan inferest of (he region
took a stronger hold on Mr. Watson's
imagination than did the merely scien-
titie. He was more gripped by the
psyehologieal than by the zoological as-
pects of the life there. From an ethno-
logieal study ofehumanily in the mass he
turned {o an analysis of the white man
in 1solation among the aborigines.

Smashing Adventure.

Purely as a story of adventure this
novel should find many appreciative
readers. The action goes with a sweep
and a swing that earry one irresistibly
‘along.

Men will particularly like the book. Tt
gives deseriptions of vivid and stirmng
action, of romantic adventure, of deeds
that make the pulses thrill. Events move
forward with a rush, from the first chap-
ter to the last, from the drunken fight in
the restaurant with which the action opens
to the tremendous struggle deseribed in
the finul chapters.

The dreadful druma of the seene where
Sherwin, with hands and elothing blocdy
from the murder of his rival, fronts the
woman who lias been the eause, thinking
to sluy her as well, and the desperate ex-
pedients by which she defleets him from
his purpose, are powerfully told.

Not only those who like romantic adven-
ture, but those who cure for stark realism
ns well, will like this book. You feel in
eviry page and lioe of it that it is {rom
life. Even the most thrilling incidents
seem actual events i which the reader
shares.

Unrelenting Realism.

The realism is stark and brutal. The
material is al times hideous and revolting,
but it is trnthful. The men and women
are prisoners of their environment, out-
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eusls in a sense from the vivilized world,
and their play of wild and luwless pas-
siens is repulsive but eonvineingy

Some of the aecounts of rrueliv prae-
tisedl on the natives, of negleet of the sick
till their wounds are in unspeakable condi-
tion, of the tyranny that exists merely for
the exereigse of power over the helpless, of
purposeless eruelty on body and soul, make
the bovk unplessant reading for seusitive
nutures: but the picture would be incom-
plete if they were left out.

Scenes You Can't Forget.

The book ig a triumph in deseription of
sefting, in atmospherie impressiveness.
You see this eountry with its beauty and
its awfulness, where the heat of the sun
and the fire of primul passions are in ac-
cord. Nature and bumanity gre here
blended and harmonized with the effert of
inevitability shown ion Thomas Hardy's
studies. The influence of nature upon
man is in fact one of the great things of
the book.

Every deseription seems etched in with
skilful hands, and some of the pictures are
unforgettable. Such are the initial de-
seription of a dining room, with the ther-
momeler registering 110 in the shade, with
the knives and forks hol to the touch, with
tue bottle flies buzzing over the food; the
piclure of the boatload of negroes chained
together, with the horrible smell of decay
from the eargo of the Sithi; porirayal of
the doomed sheep wailing on the eliff for
its incvitable moment of weakness, watch-
ing the eagle cireling above it to peck out

L. GRANT WATJON .
of “Where Bonds crg loored. *

ils eves and devour its brain: the deserip-
tion %of bright vellow and black water
srokes that remind one of the unreal rep-
tiles in The Ancient Mariner; the reflee-
tion of the enigmatie, sad faces of the
Legroes.

There are beautiful passages, loo, de-
seriptions of the cloudless, star strewn
sky; of the white sand hills, the long line
of breakers that surge agsinst the beach,
the brilliant expanse of lagoon glittering
and shimmering like a peacock’s wing,
with violets and greens and blues; the pep-
per trees, the acarias, the myrtles and the
sandalwoods, all of which lend a glamour
to the story. The aceount of the burri-
cane at night with its accompanying storm
of human passiops is as well done as any-
thing of the kind in late literature, a fit
eompanion passage to the wild seene
given in Gertrude Atherton’s The (‘om-
querar,

The Mind of a Man Alone.

But it is not in romantic adventure, not
in brutal réSlism, not in beauty of descrip-
tion, that the chief power of the book lies.
All these are there in good measure, but
more besides for the thinking reader.

The work is most valuable as a social
study, as an analysis of the influence of
environment upon human nature, of the
effect upon ehzracler of isolation from
one’s kind.

There are various struggles in the book,
dramatic and temse, it is true; but the
biggest struggle of all is the confliet of
man with the detericrating influences of

.

Then, Victory.
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II’n'nil‘ nature, of the <low attritien of
moral character deprived ol socwal sup-
port. Isolation is the great protagomist
liere, aguipst which man struggles hope-
lessly.

By dramatic action, by charaeter in-
diyidualization and by philesophie expo-
~itton, this theme i3 set forth in eom-
pelling style. We see the aspeets of [t !
lustraled in each character desenbed, in
the slow moral decay or the swift surrvn-
der 1o the evdl lurking under the surfaee
of life. We see how each soul is depen-
dent on lus fellows for moral sappert. for
a standard of values without which he
ean live but an animal existence. The life
of the patives serves as an cxeellent foil
fog that of the supposedly civilized men
and women, fof, having mo social stand-
ards to begin with, they remain un-
changed by events that wreek the whites.

This new book by an unknewn writer
will elaim its place among the movels
that have someihing to say and that say
it“with power and with charm.
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